undertaken, therefore it can be reasonably said that they reflected the population of osteoarthritic patients requiring total hip replacement. If we look at our data allowing for the skew of 1/1-27 there is still a greater number of women showing primary osteoarthritis, with a male/female ratio of 1/1-77, whereas the reverse is the case for secondary arthritis, with a male/female ratio of 1/0-65. Even if we allow for the skew that may well exist in a population sample by virtue of the greater number of women present it is clear that the ratio indicates a greater prevalence of women with primary osteoarthritis.
The second point I wish to make is that if we were to extrapolate and compare an identical population of male/ female patients with osteoarthritis, our data then would not reflect that of the population and would be skewed in favour of men. On that basis the ratios would then fall to almost even figures, which is not a reflection of the true picture. Serum calcium was low (2.06 mmol/l), phosphate normal (0-95 mmol/l), alkaline phosphatase raised (212 IU/l), and serum vitamin D very low (3 nmol/l). Parathyroid hormone was 1-5 ng/l (normal up to 0-5). She was treated with 3000
